[Peridural anesthesia with procaine and fentanyl in a parturient with acute intermittent porphyria].
Acute intermittent porphyria is one of three severe hepatic porphyrias. Clinical manifestations include intermittent acute attacks of abdominal pain and neuropathy with an occasionally outcome. These attacks are often precipitated by endogenous (menstrual cycle and pregnancy in women) or exogenous factors (porphyrinogenic drugs). An epidural analgesia was performed during the labour of a pregnant woman with acute intermittent porphyria just after an acute attack of abdominal pain. Analgesia was obtained using procaine and fentanyl. The choice of drugs was based on available clinical reports and experimental studies of the porphyrinogenicity of drugs in animal models (rat in vivo and chick embryo in ovo).